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Patience is a virtue-especially when it comes to

designing and building using nanoblocks,
writes Sulyn Chong

Estilllikestothinkthathe'll
forever be 26. Because at 40,
Christopher Tan isstill play-
ing with Lego. But these are
not ordinary Lego blocks.

Tan is a nanoblock designer who
has successfully turned a hobby and
passion into a blossoming career. The
Klang native has established himself
internationally with more than 52,000
fansacrossall hissocial media platforms.

Recently, he released four specially
designed nanoblocks series with Kawada
Co. Ltd, the creators of these micro-sized
building blocks. -

With a sweeping glance through the
little space which Tan calls his home
office, several miniature figurines catch
my eye. A green dinosaur, a pink pig and
two round potato heads tickle my child-
hood memories. What's missing is a cow-
boy, his trusty pony and an intergalactic
best friend whose famous tagline, Above
And Beyond! has become as iconic asthe
Disney Pixar production itself.

“A lot of my inspiration comes from
pop culture, especially current ones. Like
when Star Wars was on, I designed this
BB-8, R2-D2and Storm Trooper. However,
my favourite icons to design are Disney
Pixar characters,” reveals Tan.

Withaboyishgrin, he sheepishly picks
up his Domo-kun replica and points to a
flamingred, angry looking character from
Inside Out (a Disney Pixar movie that was
released late 2015) sitting atop a minia-
ture glass case that houses ascaled down
Raffles Hotel Singapore.

FORM OF ESCAPISM

Like a seamless rainbow palette, tiny
drawers filled with coloured blocks line
one side of the wall on his desk. “I've about

600-700 thousand bricks at the moment,”
Tan shares. With more than 360 designs
builttodate, itisn't surprisingtosee many
of the remnants filling plastic containers
and boxes.

“In the earlier days when I1didn’t have
enough bricks, I'd build something, pho-
tograph it, and then tear them down to
reuse the bricks for somethingelse. Nowa-
days, I justbreak down the larger projects
intosmaller components, so it’ll be easier
if I want to rebuild them,” he explains.

His love for micro-blocks began when
Kawada released them for international
sales. Tan recalls: “When I came across
the nanoblocks in 2011, I was fascinated
by the minutesize. Ithen receiveda panda
set for my birthday. I'started buying more
blocks and created my own designs.”

The smallest micro-blocks measure
a mere 4mm X 4mm, which is about one
quarter the size of a Lego brick. The only
tool that Tan uses is a trusty little nano-
block tweezer, which he uses sparingly.

Kawada has so far released four
original series that vary in degrees of
intricacy and features different themes.

The most basic of the micro-blocks
sets are sold in small packets known as
the Mini Collection Series and usually
contains about 100 pieces or more. These
Mini Collection Series are perfect for
nanoblock beginners and can be easily
found at Japanese specialty stores in
Malaysia such as Kinokuniya or Aeon.

Ifyou fancybuildingiconiclandmarks
like the Big Ben or are interested in chal-
lenging yourself further, look out for the
Sights To See Series that contains 200 to
600 blocks and a8cm x 8cm plate for easy
assembly.

The Advance Hobby Series meanwhile,
features notable landmarks too but on a
larger scale. This series will allow you to
express your skillsin detailing with about
2,000blocks. There’salsothe Girl's Series,
aimed at young girls and which include
wedding and birthday themes.

It may not be a cheap hobby, but
it certainly sparked Tan's flames for
building things using tiny blocks
while he pursued his
career as a software
architect for various

technological devices.

His fascination with

nanoblocks is also

partially due to

the 3D-like

figurines he’s

abletoachieve.
“Theytre

like raw materials

for creating 3D art.

It doesn’t have that

interactive playability like

Legos but the results are

more realistic. Perhaps that’s

why it appeals to adults more than

children,” he says. Nanoblocks then

became a form of escapism from reality.

BIG BREAK

Since he became a full-time nanoblocks
designer two years ago, Tan has garnered
morethan 52,000 followers though social
media platforms. To mark his success,
he’s even had his creations exhibited




SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2016

NEW STRAITS TIMES | PAGES

The four specially
designed nanoblock

/ sets by Tan.

in Malaysia and
Singapore, with
the largest being in

Hong Kong.
“My big break came
when East Point City mall
commissioned me for an exhibi-
tion that coincided with the World
Cup 2014 in Brazil. They wanted a
3m x 3m replica of Rio De Janeiro city
that includes the statue of Christ The
Redeemer, slums, metropolitan areaand,
of course, the Estadio do Maracana,” he

recalls.

Using 250,000 bricks and an entire
day of calculations as well as drafts from
Google Earth photo stills, the Brazil-
ian capital was ready to be assembled.
At the venue, it took him and 20 volun-
teers, comprising his Facebook fans in
Hong Kong, 12 hours a day, for five days
to assemble it.

As he proudly shows me the behind
the scenes video, I watch with elation as
he and his team pen their names at the
bottom of the last block before putting it
in place.

The 2,500 micro-block
Great Wallof China.

people PULSE =

He also showcased his other creations
which included the World Cup Trophy
and several iconic footballers at the
exhibition.

However, Tan knew he'd
struck gold when Kawada

decided to collaborate with

him to design four special
Japanese food-themed
sets. It took two years but
the results were satisfy-
ing. With the release of
his designs last month, he
became the one and only non-
Japanese nanoblock designer
and the secondnanoblock design-
er not employed by the company. His
steady success and recognition has even
earned him the title of Tatsujin, the
highest title given to a nanoblock mas-
ter builder.

ULTIMATE DREAM
What's his dream design using nano-
blocks, I ask.

“You may call me an Apple fanboy for
Iown most of the Apple products. I'd like
totry and build the new Apple Campus 2
in Cupertino, California that looks like a
spaceship,” Tan confides, before adding:
“lalso admire Steve Jobs, soit'll be like a
tribute to him.”

Nanoblock designer Tan.

Given the amount of patience and
attention to detail that he applies in
each and every design, in addition to
passion and skills, it's no surprise that
it only takes him a few minutes to build
the Leicacamera among his Disney Pixar
collection, which he attributes to be the
easiest to build.

On the other side of the spectrum,
there’sthe 2,500 micro-blocks Great Wall
of Chinathat’s sitting magnificently next
to his BB-8.

Throughout his career, Tan has
received several interesting requests
from fans and although he has expressed
interest in creating a few of them, he
says the lack of time is an obstacle. His
current project sees him creating several
collectors’ items for one of South Korea's
largest baseball team, Hanhwa Eagles.
The collection will include the stadium,
its mascots Winny and Vinny Eagle and
four of their top baseball players. For a
more locally attainable collection, look
out for his beauty creations, a make-up
palette and perfume bottle for Sasa.

Concluding, he says: “As long as 1
retain the designs in my head, it doesn't
matter if I lose all of the pieces I've built.
All it takes is a little hard work, patience
and more bricks to rebuild them.”

& su-lyn@nst.com.my
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UALA LUMPUR — You

can almost imagine

each type of sushi —

ebi (prawn), tamago

(egg), maguro (tuna)

and uni (sea urchin). At least
that's what I came up with after
Malaysian nano brick artist
Christopher Tan showed me how
to squint and guess what each
piece was.

Why squint? Well, this sushi
platter is made from “nano-
sized” toy bricks, specifically
nanoblock bricks by Japanese toy
company Kawada. Tan is the first
independent artist outside Japan
to collaborate with Kawada to
release his own designs as official
nanoblock sets in Malaysia,
Singapore and Indonesia.

For his first official nanoblock
series, Tan created four specific
Japanese foods — sushi, ramen,
bento and temaki — in his
nanoblock “kitchen”. Only 3,024
of each item is being released,
making them instant collectibles
for nanoblock fans worldwide. “I
decided on these items because
1 love Japanese food. Also, I
thought that these tiny nanoblock
versions of popular Japanese
food would look cute.”

Originally a software
architect, Tan became a full-
time nano brick artist in 2014.
(The term “nano brick” is used
to encompass other types of
micro-sized toy bricks besides
the Kawada-owned nanoblock
brand.) He recalls, “It started
as a hobby back in 2011, when
nanoblock was first introduced
outside Japan. As I started buying
more nanoblock bricks, I also
started creating my own designs
that I shared on my Facebook
page. From there, the number
of fans grew and I also started
getting corporate enquiries.”

Tan’s first big break came
when East Point City mall
in Hong Kong approached
him to construct a large-
scale nanoblock World Cup
exhibition. “I designed and, with
assistance from many Hong
Kong nanoblock fans, built a
3-metre-square model city of Rio
de Janeiro out of over 250,000
nanoblock bricks. It is the largest
single nanoblock creation in the
world.”

Becoming the first non-
Japanese nanoblock designer
was not without its challenges.
According to Tan, it took quite
a bit of convincing before
Kawada agreed to his proposal.
“As a Japanese company, they
were still quite conservative
and not that keen on a non-
Japanese designer, especially
for something as Japanese such
as sushi and ramen. I had to
travel to Tokyo twice on my own
expense to pitch to them.”

Fortunately, thanks to support

SUNDAY MAIL

Malaysian nano brick artist Christopher Tan Tan's first official nanoblock series features four different types of Japanese food

is the first independent artist outside Japan

items

to collaborate with toymaker Kawada on

official nanoblock designs

Nano-sized sushi, anyone?
Enter the “kitchen” of Malaysian
nano brick artist Christopher Tan

from nanoblock distributors

in Malaysia, Singapore and
Indonesia, as well as his large

fan base (over 52,000 likes on
Facebook), Kawada finally

said yes. In total, it took Tan 18
months from the conception till
his creations were released to the
market. g

“It didn’t take very long
to come up with these four
particular designs, just a few
days,” says Tan. “Nonetheless, the
entire process to get this product
line out took longer because my
initial designs were larger and
required more bricks. Ultimately,
it was decided that I need to
make them smaller so that they
fit the nanoblock mini-series and
hit a lower price point for our
market.”

Where toy bricks are
concerned, most Malaysians
would recognise the age-old
favourite Lego more readily.
However, Tan notes that
Lego and nanoblock are quite
different conceptually. “Though
both are building blocks, Lego
was designed for playability
while nanoblock is more like
a raw material for building 3D
sculptures. So after you build
them, you can play and interact
with a Lego creation while you
will put a nanoblock creation
aside for display.”

Tan also feels that nanoblock’s

Nanoblock sushi (from left to
right) — ebi (prawn), tamago
(egg), maguro (tuna) and uni
(sea urchin)

unique advantage is how small
the bricks are. He explains,
“Because of their tiny size, I can
build highly detailed designs.
Take my nanoblock Oscar
statuette: It's life-size, and uses
1,500 plus bricks. To build the
same thing in Lego with the same
level of detail, it would need to
be many times bigger. Or if you
were to build a Lego version at
the same size, it would have very
little detail.”

Many would assume being a
nano brick artist is plenty of fun

A slurp-worthy bowl of
nanoblock ramen

then. Not so, cautions Tan. “A lot
of people look at what I do and
think I just sit and play with nano
bricks all day. In fact, I have to
research, looking up photographs
of the subject matter from
several different angles, so that |
can visualise how it would look
like in 3D before building. For
more complex designs, I also

do prototyping to find the best
way to design certain parts first
There's also the mundane work
of tearing down prototyped
designs and sorting bricks. It’s

not always so exciting.”

If I am designing something t
scale, like an architectural piece
there is also some additional
work like researching the actual
dimensions of the building, th
doing some maths to scale all the
different parts of the building
down accordingly.

In the future, Tan will be
focusing more on corporate
business projects where he
designs according to his client’s
specific needs. He says, “I
recently collaborated with Sasa
for whom I designed two beauty
product nano brick items for
their upcoming anniversary
and also with a South Korean
baseball team, for whom |
designed their home stadium
mascot and their top fo
in nano brick.”

Whatever Tan designs, he
promises each nano brick
creation will be a labour of love
After all, he’s a nano brick far
first and foremost

The nanoblock Japanese
Food series is available
now at Kinokuniya, Aeon
Toys R Us, Isetan and othe
stockists. Discover more
at www.christan.design
and www.facebook.com/
christan



Guess each ingredient in this nanoblock bento
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Pro nano-brick artist builds path
to success, brick by brick

BY YAP PIK KUAN
Published: 24 February 2016 9:33 AM

At 40 years old, Christopher
Tan is living the ultimate
dream of every young child
who has ever played with Lego
bricks.

The ex-software architect is Malaysia's
first, and one of the world’s only,
professional nano-brick artists — an adult
way of saying he builds Lego structures
for a living, except that he uses really tiny
bricks.

manufactured by Japanese company
Kawada, in 2011 and was immediately

e !
Christopher Tan, the man behind the
largest nano block structure in the world
*I thought it was cool because it was so - & miniature version of Brazilian aity, Ric
tiny, so I picked it up from there. I started de Janeiro, made up of 250,000 bricks,

. - made for an exhibition in Hong Kong. -
buying mare nano blocks and building Pic by Christopher Tan, February 24,

my own designs,” he said at a recent 2018.

drawn to the micro-sized bricks
measuring as small as 4x4xsmm.

interview with The Malaysian Insider.

Tan has not looked back since assembling his first nano-brick figurine, & panda
bear.

He soon began designing his own structures and figurines, and quit his job as a
software architect two years ago to become a full-time nano-brick designer. Today,
he has garnered a social media fanbase of over 52,000 followings on Facebook.

"My process is very similar to how a sculptor might sculpt something out of wood or
clay. We just work with different kinds of limitations," said Tan of the detail and
element of design that go into his structures.
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This Malaysian Is The First Person Outside Janelle Tal
Japan To Collaborate With Nanoblock e
Founders! GAYE. She e ackictod to tea a0 &

normal person is to coffee, and
Janelle Tai A consumes 2-3 cups daily. Will
love you if you give her dark
chocolate.

Kl sn FaceBook mm e i 5,798

reags

1,438

shares

Cooler than your LEGO set ;)

Cover image via

This is Christopher Tan from Malaysia, and he is an internationally
acclaimed nanoblock artist

MORE STORIES TO READ

Your SPM Results - Do They Matter?
Jinnyboy And More Malaysians
Confess

How To Play Super Mario, Street
Fighter And Other Old Video Games
On Your Browser

Image via Christopher Tan They Cursed Her To Hell But

Malaysian Model Tuti Isn't About To
Chris started his hobby five years ago, and documented his experience on his Quit Asia’s Next Top Model

Facebook page. Fast forward five years to the present, he quit his job as a software
engineer and is pursuing a career in building and designing nanoblocks.

Since his Facebook page launched in 2011, he now has 51,000 fans worldwide.
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Meet the man crazy enough to quit his
job to build his Nanoblock dream

Former software architect Christopher Tan is living every Lego-
loving kid's fantasy

0 e

26 NOVEMBER 2015/ 1 2:17CMT

by Elissa Loi Aok el

Who in their right mind would give up a perfectly cushy job to build a career out of
Nanoblocks? Well, Christopher Tan, that's who.

The 40-year-old Malaysian held a perfectly comfortable position as a software architect
prior to upending all his plans to set foot on a path hardly approached, let alone trodden:
building Nanoblock creations for a living.
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B One of Tan's first creations, ‘Chris’ is

figurine of himself

(Above right) Brownie from Line apy

From fin _
bricks arelboli
works of

East Point City
Minuscule as they are,
Nanoblocks have a global
following. These miniature
versions of Lego blocks
have also won a diehard
proponent in Christopher
Tan. The nano artist hopes
to make waves around the
world

HEY come in tny pieces, yel ' had to rep“Cdte

they are hugely attractive. They

can be presented in any form, from Star 11 miniature form
Wars characters such as R2-D2 and the Jedi - { » . & e
Knight to Disney characters such as Mickey !Jndma rks buc‘ !
and Minnie Mouse as Christ the
These are Nanoblocks - the smaller Redeeme[ lhe
’

equivalent of the more familiar Lego blocks.

Each piece measures less than a cenli- Stadium and Other
etre in le parely 5mm wide and jus . i
meltre in length, barely 5mm wide and jusl Slghts, bU“dlngS

below 2mm in thickness

Just like their Lego equivalenl, Na and houses l Only
noblocks come in a wide range of colours

These tiny building blocks were first had 30 days todo a”
introduced in the Japanese markel in 2008 {hat. | was Worklng

by Kawada Co Lid, a toy company based in

Tokyo. It was made available worldwide in 16 hours a day' we
2011. were working on

One Malaysian now claims to be the -
world’s first full-time Nanoblock artist: meet deS|g nS, dl'aftS a nd
Christopher Tan of Klang, Selangor. ilcdi H 1

His claim notwithstanding, Tan displays bu"d|ng lnStrUCtlonS
a deep-rooled passion for this crafl. He is nOl‘I'StOp."
also a minefield of information on all things
Nanoblock.

He therefore lakes it as a personal affront
when copies of his creations built with
piraled versions of the Nanoblock appear in
the markel




From software
to building
blocks - the
rise of an artist

People tend to

see these building
blocks as toys. They
donotseeitas
material for artistic
expression. | think
that is the hardest
thing in establishing
myself as a brick
artist. Not many
people see this as
an art form.”

NANO BRICK artist Christopher Tan is a fa
miliar face in Thailand, Singapore and Hong
Kong. Recently, he collaborated with Thai
actress Chacharitaa to create a Nanoblock
version of her fashion label’s logo

His work has appeared in various media,
including print and toys at exhibitions in
many countries, but he has never showcased
his work on a similar scale in Malaysia

Before he established himself as a brick
artist, Tan worked as a software architect
for 19 years. His role at that time revolved
around designing software and applica-
tions for smartphones and social media
networks.

Tan's passion for Nanoblocks has its roots
in his lifelong love for Lego. “I have always
been interested in building and creating
with toy bricks. As a child, | played with
Lego bricks but | stopped doing that when
| grew up. But when Kawada introduced the
Nanoblock in 2011, | started building again
| was doing it as a hobby,” he recalls

But Tan does not see Nanoblocks as a
toy. For him, they are tools for “systematic
creativity”. In early 2014, he quit his job to
become a full-time Nanoblock artist, having
seen that there was actually a business
potential in those tiny pieces of plastic

To market himself and his creations, Tan
began to build replicas of famous characters
but customised to meet specific preferences
He posted pictures of his creations on Face-
book and his blog. Over time, his fan base
expanded and he started getting requests to
share tips on Nanoblock creations

Apart from Facebook, he uses Instagram
to promote his work. He now has more than
5,000 followers on Instagram and 25,000
followers on Facebook. More than 10,000 of
his Facebook followers are from Thailand

In time, Tan's hobby became his full-time
job. Public relations and advertising agen-

cies began to commission him to design and
build various artworks for them. “There are
few Nanoblock artists around the world, and
| saw there was a demand and therefore
business potential in this art form. That was
why | decided to do it full-time,” he says

From bricks to art

Tan says his passion for Nanoblocks grew
out of his long-time fascination with Lego.
He now owns nearly 400,000 Nanoblock
bricks

While Lego blocks are more suitable for
children, Nanoblock is more of an adult toy
Both serve to test the imagination of the
player

Nanoblock appeals to the adult because
of the greater challenge rendered by its
smaller size as well as the accuracy to detail
that Lego bricks are unable to offer

Working on a Nanoblock creation can be
a tedious process. "I usually start by taking
photographs of the item | want to replicate,”
Tan says. “| need to have images of all sides
of the item. Next, | form a mental image
of the item in Nanoblock form and | start
building from scratch.”

Tan's first creation is a figurine he has
christened Chris. Chris became the proto-
type for many subsequent creations

Whenever he gets a new Nanoblock set
he will follow the instructions that come in
the box to build the suggested item. When
he is done, he will take it apart and use the
Nanoblocks to create something of his own

“When | build following the instructions
given, | gain an insight into how other de
signers think. This is a learning process. | am
learning from other designers,” he says

But Tan makes it clear that there is no
clear-cut process to creating a Nanoblock
piece. The designing process can be repet-
itive. "When | look at a photograph of an

THAT'S LIFE

object, | start thinking about how to build a
replica with nano bricks. But usually, what
you get in the end does not always look like
what you had imagined in the first place. |
will then dismantle it and try a different
method and technique until | get what |
want,” he says

His greatest satisfaction comes from
seeing his design take shape and eventually
turning into an actual replica of the object
he wants, something that people can hold in
their hands and appreciate. “When someone
appreciates what you do, it makes it all
worthwhile,” he says

The challenges

The most difficult thing for Tan is getting
recognition as an artist. “People tend to see
these building blocks as toys. They do not
see it as material for artistic expression. |
think that is the hardest thing in establishing
myself as a brick artist. Not many people see
this as an art form,” he says.

Tan has made replicas of many famous
people, one of whom is Steve Jobs, the
founder of Apple. “He had done a lot to
change the world. It would be great to see
things from his point of view. | am a big fan
of Apple. If there is any Nanoblock place
| could hang out for a day, it would be the
Fifth Avenue Apple store that | built,” he says.

But while there is a lot of fun being sur-
rounded by Nanoblocks, a career in building
items out of these tiny bricks is not financial-
ly rewarding. Tan had a more stable income
in his previous job as a software architect

What's more important for him is his
conviction that he will one day gain global
recognition as a brick artist, to see his
designs officially available as a standalone
brand on the shelves.

Then, perhaps, the money will start
coming in.

Fake blocks
Figurines constructed out of Nanoblocks
are altractive in many ways. Being so much
smaller than regular Lego creations, they are
easy lo store, pul on display or just to carry
around. For those who are seeing one for the
first time, the cute factor is undeniable.
These are the qualities that have driven
the passion for Nanoblocks around the
world, and along with that, the production
of clone versions of the tiny building blocks.
The pirated versions, mostly manufac-
tured in China, come at a fraction of the price
of genuine Nanoblocks. Purists such as Tan
claim that the pirated versions are of a much
lower quality. Even so, they have flooded the
market and are available in many places in
Hong Kong, Thailand and Malaysia. In fact,
SO many companies in China are churning
oul these clones thal there are now more
than a dozen different versions available.
’Thn original version of the Nanoblock
bricks sell for RM35.90 or more while the
cloned versions cost just RMS each.

“This is clearly a gross violation of
intellectual property rights,” says an upsel
Tan. By that, he also means that the pirated
versions are being sold as fully constructed
figurines copied from his personal crealions.

Tan, 39, insists he only uses Nanoblock
bricks produced by Kawada.

The artist and his works

Tan focuses on recreating iconic buildings
and cartoon characters with Nanoblocks. He
has a keen eye for detail and thal, together
with his many outslanding creations, has
won him plaudits in the Nanoblock commu-
nity around the world.

One of his greatesl creations is a model
of the iconic Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro
built in East Point City in Hong Kong in July
2014, in conjunction with the World Cup
football tournament that was being hosted
by Brazil thal year.

Thal ereation became one of the largest
Nanoblock artworks in the world. Tan and
25 Hong Kong volunteers spent 12 hours

B (From left to right) The World Cup
Nanoblock Exhibit in Hong Kong; a
Nanoblock model of Steve Jobs by Tan;
and Tan working on a Nanoblock piece

building the city using more than 250,000
individual bricks. The result of their hard
work was a 3m by 3m representation of
Rio.

He recalls the experience as being
“crazy”. “We closed the deal a month before
the launch date. I had to come up with 17
different designs for the exhibition. 1 had to
replicate in miniature form landmarks such
as Christ the Redeemer, the stadium and
other sights, buildings and houses. I only
had 30 days to do all that. 1 was working 16
hours a day. We were working on designs,
drafts and building instructions non-stop,”
he says.

At that time, Nanoblocks were the eraze
in Hong Kong, and the organisers wanted
something unique to mark the 2014 World

JONATHAN LOI/FOCUSWEEK

Cup. They approached Tan, by then known
for his skills with Nanoblocks, and later
appointed him as the artist for their World
Cup nano brick creation.

Apart from the scaled down model of the
second largest cily in Brazil, Tan was also
commissioned o create Nanoblock models
of 12 legendary football players. They in-
clude Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo and
Neymar Jr.

Also part of the deal was a life-size rep-
lica of the World Cup trophy. That was the
most difficult piece to construet, according
to Tan.

“The shape of the trophy was extremely
difficult to replicate. At every angle, it looks
different,” Tan explains. It took him four
days, over 16 hours a day (o gel it right -
curve, spiral and all. Tan used more than
6,000 Nanoblock bricks to construet the
trophy. “Building the city was tedious bul
pot as difficult,” he adds.

But for Tan, it is all well worth the effort,
Focas
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APPLE STORE MINI

A nanoblock enthusiast re-creates the Fifth Avenue Apple Store, brick by brick

BY JUSTIN CHENG

This version of the venue
store's signature glass cu
using a nanoblock display case.

Apple Stores have a minimalist look

that make them stand out from other
storefronts, but no Apple Store is as
unique as the one on Fifth Avenue in
Manhattan. This location is world famous
due in large part to its iconic glass-cube
entranceway (designed by architectural
firm Bohlin Cywinski Jackson) that serves
as the entranceway to the subterranean
store proper. Christopher Tan, a Malaysia-
based Apple fan, software architect,

“The end result is composed of
around 2,000 nanoblock pieces”

photographer, and self-described
"“aspiring brick artist,” was so inspired by
the Fifth Avenue shop that he decided to
re-create it using nanoblock.

Like LEGO, nanoblock is a construction-

16 APR*14 maclife.com

brick-based toy line; however, as the
name implies, the blocks are much
smaller. (The nanoblock website states
that the smallest nanoblock piece is “a
mere 4mmx4mmx5mm.”) “| started with
nanoblock three years ago,” Tan says.
“The thing about nanoblock that appeals
to me is its very tiny size and basic brick
designs. | love LEGO, too, but nanoblock’s
much smaller size allows me to build very
detailed designs right on my desktop. | also
love that nanoblock
bricks only come
in a handful of
fundamentally
generic brick types.
While some may see
this as a limitation, | believe it forces us to
be more creative in our designs.”

Tan's creativity shines through in the
miniature Apple Store, especially with
regard to the signature glass cube. He

Like its real-life inspiration, the brick-built
building lights up. Unlike the real thing, this
one is wired up with LEDs.

Details such as the iMacs on the tables help
make this feel like an actual Apple Store.
Obviously, at this small scale, you have to
use a little imagination.

considered constructing it using only
clear nanoblock bricks, “but because the
bricks are so small, stacking a lot

of them to make a cube would look more
like ice than glass,” Tan explains. “The
solution only came to me when | got

a nanoblock display case recently and
learned that the sides of the case itself
are, in fact, just very large nanoblock
bricks with studs and all. That was
exactly the ‘glass’ brick | needed.” With
that major problem solved, Tan set
about creating the project over three
days—although he states that the
actual time frame for project is a little
nebulous because he had it in his head
for “a long time" before the building
process began.



The end result is a structure composed of around 2,000
nanoblock pieces. This includes the blocks used for details such
as the brick-built Apple products on display within the store.
Despite the number of pieces used, “the footprint of the entire
store is actually 18 percent smaller than an iPad Air!" notes
Tan. As if this project weren't already impressive, Tan brought
the store to life by adding lighting, which he says was “a simple
hack" achieved by wiring up some LEDs.

This isn't first time that Tan has built something Apple-

Despite its apparent size,
the nanoblock Apple Store's
otprint is relatively small.

related, although the scale has certainly increased. “Two

years ago, | created a nanoblock Steve Jobs,” he recalls, “and
believe it or not, a toy company in China stole my design and
manufactured it.” He has made the step-by-step instructions for
this build available online at bit.ly/ML_nanojobs.

“Since then, | have been thinking about making a bigger,
much more detailed Steve Jobs, and | think | will start on it
soon,"” he tells us. To see more of Tan's work, check out his
website, www.inanoblock.com.
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— CANVAS / CHRISTOPHER TAN —

Bite Size Leisure

interviewed by / melissa lee images / christopher tan . ricky chan layout / boon ting ting

From software architect to photographer to Nanoblock brick artist,
Christopher Tan is a living example of the old saying, ‘when you chase
your dream, the sky is the limit. With successful creations of over 200
distinctive designs that highlights popular culture, eccentric art and
architecture; it'’s no wonder that he now has a strong fan base on social
media platforms such Blogger, Facebook and Instagram. Read on to find
out what is the story behind his big love for these petite bricks.

132 CreativeHomeX.com



Tell us a little about yourself.

|am a geek with a passion for tiny bricks
and burnt meat. Yes, my love for tiny bricks
is only rivalled by my love for all forms of
burnt meat! Apart from creating Nanoblock

art, | also pursue other artistic endeavours
like photography.

How did you come across these cute Na-
noblock bricks?

Itwas back in 2011, when Nanoblock bricks
were first introduced internationally. Per-
sonally I've always loved building things, so
tiny building blocks were simply perfect! You
could say it was love at first sight.

What stirred your passion for it?
When | first started, | was just building for
myself, then | created a blog to share my

C
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— CANVAS / CHRISTOPHER TAN —

designs. Over time, my fan base started to
grow and when | see how much others love my
designs, it just pushed me to keep doing more!

Do you have any favourite masterpiece?

| generally build things that | already like,

so naturally, | like the things | create ... But

if | had to choose, it would probably be the
iconic Apple Store and Steve Jobs sculpture.
Oh, and | love my R2-D2 and Stormtrooper ...
and ... well there are just too many!

What inspires you to come up with new
ideas for Nanoblock creations?

My inspiration comes from everywhere,
usually quite randomly. Much of what I've
built were inspired by popular culture and
interesting architecture. | also get a ton of
requests from fans.

How do you usually get started on building
with Nanoblock bricks?

| usually study the picture of the object that
| want to work on first, at the mean time
analyzing how the 3D will look like, then I'll
move on to build the rough shape, and then
followed by the details. It's very much like
how a sculptor does it.

What are some of the challenges you face
in pursuing this as your career?

Well firstly, there's the thing about trying

to make a living by being an artist, which is
not easy. What adds on to the challenge is
when you're trying to do so being an artist
who uses Nanoblock, something even less
mainstream. If you tell people you are a pho-
tographer or painter, they'd understand. But
when you tell them you're a brick artist, you
usually get a blank stare. Luckily for me, I've
built up quite a big following over the years,

133

WHERE TO GET YOUR
HANDS ON THIS IN-

CREDIBLE NANOBLOCK
BRICKS?

Simply log on www.elite-toys.com or even
better, check out Chris® blog

www.inanoblock.com as he conducts
pre-order sales from time to time. You'll
also be happy to find build instructions for
Chris’ Nanoblock creations there!

and before | made the jump to do this full
time, I've already been getting quite a lot of
work enquiries (mostly from advertising and
PR agencies), so | guess that pretty much
gave me the confidence to go with the flow.

Then there is also the fact that most clients
don’t understand how much time and work
goes into creating Nanoblock designs. A lot
of people wildly underestimate how many
bricks go into building Nanoblock creations
because they're so tiny. So | usually tell
them to go out and buy a Nanoblock set to
experience it for themselves.

What's next on your bucket list?

Well I'm considering doing caricatures of
popular figures in Nanoblock form. Probably
explore more of the artistic side of things
apart from popular culture.
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Nama: Chrigtopt
Tarikh lahir

Umur

Asal: Klang, Selang
Hobi: Fotograf
Animasi kegemaran: Semua animasi ferbitan Studio Pixar
Laman sesawang: hitp://www.inanoblockcom, hitp://fbinanoblock '
(Facebook), hittp://instagrar m/christan (Instagram), http://twitter.com
chrisnanoblock (Twitter) & hitp://chrisnanoblocktumbir.com (Turmblr)

INTERVIU X-KLUSIF: CHRISTOPHER T

Bayangkan sesuatu
kemudian ciptanya dalam skala
kecil! Bakat dimiliki Christopher Tan/
CHRIS sebagai Nanoblock Brick Artist
antarabangsa ternyata tak asing di kalangan
komuniti peminat Nanoblock seantero
dunia. Bersama rekaan’ Nanoblock yang
unik, comel serta memikat, nama CHRIS Kini
semakin melonjak setelah hasil ciptaannya
dipamerkan buat tatapan umum di
Malaysia & juga Hong Kong. Semak
temu bual x-klusif ni sekarang &
cipta Nanoblock korang
sendiri!

Sekarang tengah  sibuk

bikin apa & berapa lama nak

siapkan sebuah rekaan?

Saya baru Je sempurnakan

permintaan darl Hong Kong untuk

hasikan Nanoblock Ikut tema » Membina Nanoblock
berkaitan Piala Dunia. Sebenamya bukan sekadar
tempoh untuk siapkan sebuah peé?::fgb:gg; gg:;:eh
rekaan bergantung pada saiz serta [ mentah untuk clpta
komplikasinya. Bagi projek seni sesuatu seni!
bina bangunan, ia cuma ambill

beberapa jam je untuk siapkan pasal

bentuknya bersegl tapi untuk arca

pula contohnya bust Steve Jobs

(1,600 blok) ambil masa 4 harl sebab

bentuknya berkeluk.




Apakah produk pertama
Nanoblock anda & macam
mana dapat?

Nama saya Christopher Tan/CHRIS.
Saya seorang Jurutera & arkitek
dalam latihan hasilkan perisian?
telefon pintar. Selain reka Nanoblock,
saya juga minat fotografi. Nanoblock
pertama saya merupakan model
beruang panda yang dihadiahkan

berapa banyak

ga
rekaan tercipta &§ mana |
feveret?

Setakat ni saya dah berjaya hasilkan
lebih 200 rekaan tersendir. Ciptaan
feveret saya buat masa sekarang ni
dah tenfu kedal Apple bersama busf
patung Steve Jobs. s -

Sejak bila mula Inullll?

rekaan® ubah suai Nanoblock
sehingga terkenal sebagai
Nanoblock Brick Artist
antarabangsa?

Saya mula bergiat dalam Nanoblock
sejak tahun 2011 setelah syarikat
Kawada mula pasarkan produk
permainannya ke luar Jepun.
Sebenarnya sejak kecil lagi saya dah
terdedah pada permainan’ blok
lain namun berhenti apabila usia
meningkat. Tapi kali pertama lihat
saiznya yang kecll, hati saya terus
terpesona pada Nanoblock. Sejak
tu saya mula bell sedikit demi sedikit
sehingga hasilkan rekaan® sentuhan
tersendiri

Ya, betul. Saya terpaksa berangkat
ke Hong Kong seminggu awal untuk
buat persedican pameran yang

| beriangsung dori perfengahan Mei

sehingga lewat Jun di pusat bell-
belah East Point City. Buat masa ni
saya sedang dalam perbincangan
unfuk adakan pameran di  US,
Australia & juga Singapura.

Kat mana semua hasil kerja
dicipta? Apakah tema utama §
macam mana dapat inspirasi
untuk karya seterusnya?
Semua hasil rekaan saya dicipta kat
rumah/ofis. Biasanya saya sukakan
suasana tenang & senyap ketika
bekerja. Saya dapat sumber inspirasi
dari mana’ je & antara tema utama
jadi pilihan ialah budaya popular,
seni pelik & seni bina bangunan
Kool pasal Nanoblock ialah asalkan
korang dapat bayangkan, korang
mampu cipta apa’ je.

Boleh terangkan tentang |
pameran ‘Christopher Tan
Nanoblock Exhibition’

berlangsung dari 5 Illn'm
Mei 2014 di Kinokuniya,
Lumpur?

Saya bekerjasama dengan
pengedar permainan Nanoblock
tempatan bersama pihak Kinokuniya
unfuk adakan pameran ni yang
paparkan sebahagian koleksi hasil
Ciptaan saya. Permainan Nanoblock
kini sedang hangat di luar negara &
kami ingin perkenalkan di kalangan
rakyat Malaysia

Apa perkara penting perlu
diterapkan buat sesuatu
rekaan? Apakah tema utama
anda &§ macam mana CHRIS
kecilkan skala untuk mulakan
projek?

Kalau nampak bagus dah cukup
balk bagi saya pasal korang takkan
dapat agak bentuk tepat dalam
binaan blok. Buat projek seni bing,
saya akan dapatkan informasi,
gambar atau pelan sesebuah
bangunan kemudian buat kiraan
tepat setiap sudut untuk kecilkan
skalanya. Bagi proses hasllkan bust
pula saya akan lihat segenap
perspektif gambar subjek lepas tu
mula bina dari dalam keluar. Proses
terbalik ketika mencipta arca

Apakah rekaan paling
banyak guna blok?® kecil
Nanoblock untuk disiapkan
sepenuhnya?

Ciptaan saya paling

banyak guna blok?

Nanoblock dah tentu

Stormtrooper dengan

Jumiah 2,200 ada

dipamerkan kat

Kinokuniya KL
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Check Out the Creations of Malaysia's Award-
Winning Nanoblock Brick Artist, Christopher Tan!

Perhaps some of you may not be familiar with the term nanoblock. They look like mini Lego

bricks, but are much smaller. Just to illustrate how small they are:

a christan

HOW SMALL?

this small!
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Adele Was So Impressed By this
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Check Out the Creations of
Malaysia's Award-Winning
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Online Media Appearances

- Dejiki.com
http://dejiki.com/2015/11/nanoblock-art-by-christopher-tan/

. Cult Of Mac
http://www.cultofmac.com/317475/it-took-800-nanoblocks-to-build-this-insanely-accurate-apple-watch-replica/

- MacRumors
http://www.macrumors.com/2015/03/30/apple-watch-recreated-in-nanoblock/

- Gizmodo Japan
http://www.gizmodo.jp/2015/04/apple watch 77.html

« New Monday
http://www.nmplus.hk/home/nanoblockfit] 2 & 55 applewatch/

- South China Morning Post
http://www.nanzaozhinan.com/tc/shi-jie-bei-kuang-re-2/3268/wei-xing-ji-mu-jian-gou-xi-jie-bei

- Milk Magazine
http://www.milk.com.hk/content/{s{f& K 2147 2% -christopher-tan

- Collecy Interview
http://www.collecy.com/interview-with-christopher-tan-an-internationally-renowned-nanoblock-brick-artist/

- Gumball Magazine Interview
http://gumballmag.com/culture/features/introduction-christopher-tan-nanoblock-brick-artist/

- nanoblock France Interview
http://my-nanoblock-fr.com/blog/paroles-de-nano-builder-christopher-tan/

- YOLOsg
http://www.yolosg.com/2014/09/nanoblocks-Christopher-Kinokuniya.htmil

- nanoblock Australia Interview
http://nanoblock.com.au/blogs/nanoblock-australia/8854459-our-interview-with-custom-nanoblock-builder-chris

- Hothbricks.com - Aug 2013
http://www.hothbricks.com/2013/08/cest-plus-petit-mais-cest-plus-gros/

- Hothbricks.com - Aug 2013
http://www.hothbricks.com/2013/10/r2-d2-sauce-nanoblocks/

« The Living Brick
http://www.thelivingbrick.com/2013/11/na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na-blok-man.html

V7 WTPVTFF7OT
http://www.softantenna.com/wp/etc/nanoblock-apple-store/

- MacErkopf
http://www.macerkopf.de/2013/12/28/apple-store-5th-avenue-mit-lego-nachgebaut/

- Where To Go
http://wheretogo.hk/portal.php?mod=view&aid=1247
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- Yahoo News
https://hk.news.yahoo.com/5E It A B iFaAR-215605010.html

- Sudden Weekly
http://hk. le.nextmedia.com/realtime/m zine/20140520/5249257

« U Travel

- MallKing
http://mallking.

+ Kollectobil

- Timable
http://timable.com/zh-cn/event/481
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